Introduction

Balabolka is screen reading software that uses the computer’s existing  voices.  
It is possible to buy and download other voices from the internet, should this be preferred.
You can search for voices here: http://english-speech-voices.winsite.com/
Other features are that it has a complex spell check facility and text can be converted to sound files.

Disadvantages:  It doesn’t seem to come with a set of how to get started instructions.  Here are some simple instructions to get you started, plus some utube clips you can watch for more detail.
1. To find and install the software go to:

· http://www.cross-plus-a.com/balabolka.htm
· Download the software

· Read the licensing agreements.

· Install the software by clicking on the setup.exe icon.
Quick guide
2. To use Balabolka as a screen reader:

· Open up Balabolka and copy the text that you want to be read into the screen or find a file and open it from the file menu. 
·  Click on the green arrow.  
· The best reading speed is slightly below the centre of the scale. 
·  You can also open up documents directly into Balabolka (see clips below).
3 For toolbar and customisation go to view on the toolbar to change:

· the colour of the background
· the font colour (using highlight)

· Use a coloured overlay (choose skins)
Go to http://rsc-ne-scotland.org.uk/MyStudyBar/balabolka_p1/balabolka_p1.html to see more on how to customise the toolbar and change settings for how work is read to you.

4 Voice settings and saving files in MP3 format
Go to: http://rsc-ne-scotland.org.uk/MyStudyBar/balabolka_p2/balabolka_p2.html 
     5  For spellchecking
· Select options from the toolbar and select spellchecking.
· Install a dictionary if you need to (see link below).

· You will then be able to choose the option of “spelling errors”.
To watch how to import a dictionary to your computer and use the spellchecker, go to:

http://rsc-ne-scotland.org.uk/MyStudyBar/balabolka_p3/balabolka_p3.html 
For a word document on how to use Balabolka go to:

 http://www.rsc-ne-scotland.org.uk/msb_word_tutorials/Balabolka.docx
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