Southern Higher Education Dyslexia Group (SHED) Meeting

Notes of meeting held Wednesday 9th June 2010 10 am
Present:  (Record not available)
Minutes: Hilary Bailey, Portsmouth University

1) Minutes from last meeting agreed, with addition of Jane Esser as present 

2) Matters arising

ILPs: discussion of how these now appear “off the agenda.” This is in part due to pressure/ hard work from individuals and groups such as ourselves e.g. ADSHE, SHED 

Booking/ cancellation policies; these seem to vary between institutions, but a robust system needs admin support to administer. Some institutions adopt 2 failures to attend then student is “out”.
Needs assessment: discussion of student understanding of value of this.
Karen: dyspraxia assessment methods: discussion of Beery instrument: time consuming, Morrisby is quicker.
Discussion of who exactly can assess for dyspraxia: specialist EP or Occ therapist.
Action: Dyspraxia to be a focus for further meeting, with emphasis on adult dyspraxia

Items 
3) Booklet for dyslexic teachers: NQTs, PGCE students etc 
Gail Alexander outlined this project which is partly funded by the TDA (Teachers Development Agency) to support dyslexia trainees and teachers to aid retention.  Gail is seeking dyslexic teachers/ student teachers to discuss and share experiences. Shed members suggested ways of reaching this target group.    

Gail will network with Brunel and Oxford Brookes universities and send out info e.g. questionnaire   
4) The future; Frances Hamblin
Different models of support e.g. ASK, librarians, IT support.  

Q; what about those who turn out to be not dyslexic?

Discussion of overseas students Q: are student problems EAP related or due to dyslexia? Discussion of translation, dyslexia in Arabic etc Issue; overseas students (particularly on Masters) generate income, so admissions can be lax. Discussion of robustness of testing/ entry procedures, level of English needed to succeed in HE etc  

Finance: Frances Hamblin: general discussion of funding and where “axe” may fall.
Overall actions

· Frances Hamblin kindly offered to act as conduit for info between ADSHE and SHED

· Allene Tuck agreed to look at ways and means to set up SHED JISC mail forum
· Gail will send out updated SHED distribution list.
Next meetings

December meeting SHED Southampton University: Tuesday 7th December 10 am: 

Items: 

-Distance learning

-Dyspraxia: Karen Esser  
June SHED meeting: Solent University:
Items:  
-Dyslexia, ADSHE speaker to be announced   
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