ADSHE Professional Development Day and AGM September 25th 2010
Edward Vickerman, ‘Newly Qualified Teacher of the Year 2009’ got our day off to an excellent start. Edward shared his moving and inspiring story with us.  He emphasised the impact that having tutors who believed in him had on his determination to become a teacher, when so many colleges had refused entry to him. A very special mention went to our very own Sandra Falshaw. It reminded us all of why we all do this job!
Heather Symonds gave a hugely informative and energetic presentation on Oral Assessment. (Presentations and details of staff and student information are attached.) Heather has had real success at LCC with her innovative ideas in alternative assessment and I think everyone went away convinced of the academic rigour and determined to persuade some academics at their HEI to try it.

Texthelp, EDEN Skills and Claro Software provided extremely informative workshops on Assistive Software available to students with SpLDs. 

Lunch provide us all with the invaluable opportunity to network. This was especially useful as it was right at the start of the academic year. People were refreshed after the summer break and ready to take on the new ideas presented to them during the morning. The buzz at lunchtime was amazing particularly from some brand new ADSHE members who kept reiterating what a great day it was and how pleased they were to have joined! 

The afternoon was taken up the AGM with all the Exec being re-elected and two new positions (Officers without Portfolio) being established with Emily Coote and Jamie Crabbe. The formal ADSHE constitution was signed and Chair Ros Lehany outlined the many achievements of ADSHE over the preceding year.

The afternoon continued with the three Focus Groups:

Assistive Technology Forum

Assessor Forum 

Quality Assurance Forum 

Information has already appeared on ADSHE jiscmail on the AT and Assessor Groups and how information is to be disseminated.  There has also been a flurry to fill in the QA Questionnaires.

All in all this was an excellent development day. The timing was perfect to give everyone a kick start to the new academic year.  
